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Russian American Cultural Center is pleased to announce:

The Third Annual Israeli Russian Film Festival 

has been rescheduled: 

Sunday, December 16, 2012 at Tribeca Film Center,

375 Greenwich Street, NYC
All tickets and vouchers are valid!

We hope this would be a good time to celebrate Israeli Russian culture and full recovery from superstorm  Sandy in a Festive Spirit of Holidays Season.
http://www.russianamericanculture.com/Current_Exhibitions.php
The Russian American Cultural Center in New York established the world’s largest and unique Annual Israeli Russian Film Festival.

Festival Opening and  all-day film marathon will take place on December 16, 2012  at the heart of the film district in De Niro's Tribeca Film Center, Greenwich Street, New York. Q&A sessions, Panel Discussion, Reception will follow.

Screenings will continue at different locations through February 28, 2013.
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Special Feature Presentation:

                            ROOM 514 by Sharon Bar-Ziv 

The 2012 Israeli Russian Film Festival honors veteran filmmaker Mikhail Kalik for his outstanding contribution to art of cinema. 
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Mikhail Kalik was one of the figureheads of the Soviet poetic cinema of 1960s, and also one of the few filmmakers who refused to forget his Jewish roots. His films, especially Man Follows the Sun (1961) and Goodbye, Boys (1964), left an indelible mark on the generation of audiences and filmmakers at the time. But Soviet regime increasingly censored Kalik’s work, ultimately forcing the director to emigrate. After Kalik left for Israel in 1971, his films were taken off the screens and he became persona non-grata. This is why this important filmmaker is forgotten at home and is almost entirely unknown in the West. Featuring Kalik and his work at the Israeli-Russian Film Festival is an attempt to restore his rightful place in the history of Soviet and Jewish film, and to pay a tribute to a great director.

Festival Program

11:30 AM
And the Wind Returneth (И возвращается ветер) by Mikhail Kalik

1991, 133 min., Russian with English subtitles

And the Wind Returneth is a cinematic autobiography of Mikhail Kalik. His unique and beautiful film encompasses the whirlwind of Jewish experiences in Soviet Russia—the purges of 1930s, the Great War, the GULAGs and anti-Semitic repressions of late Stalinism. Finally, it takes us to the awakening of Jewish consciousness and an exodus from mother-Russia. Kalik made this film already as an Israeli director, on the invitation of the Soviet authorities. Symbolically, And the Wind Returneth was one of the last Soviet films ever. In 1991, the USSR ceased to exist. But the film remained, and it is for us today a rich source of memory of the complicated and dramatic Soviet-Jewish history.
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Kalik in Black, White, and Color by Semen Vinokur

Documentary, 2004, 62 min., Russian and Hebrew with English subtitles

Semion Vinokur also a filmmaker and an immigrant from Russia to Israel, directs this sensitive and nuanced biography of his favorite director. In addition to compelling interviews, Vinokur weaves in archival segments and excerpts from Kalik’s films, which serve as a rich illustration of the director’s tumultuous life. The result is a complex exploration of Kalik’s personal and artistic trajectory within both Soviet and Israeli societies, and a contemplation of tragic loss intrinsic to immigration.

Q&A session 

Documentary program: From Israel with Love 

3:15 PM
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 by Yonatan Haimovich  

Documentary, 50 minutes, Israel, 2009, 

Original language : Hebrew, Russian. Language of voice-over : Hebrew. 

Subtitles : English 
 

A filmmaker Yonatan Haimovich says, “I was born in Israel, I grew up in Jerusalem, but I am still nostalgic for things Russian…” Haimovich inherited his nostalgia from his parents and their friends—Russian refuseniks, poets, and intellectuals—who came to Israel in 1970s. Now, thirty years later, Haimovich returns to the neighborhood of his childhood with his camera and captures on screen the “Russian” island floating in the sea of ultra-orthodox life of contemporary Jerusalem. This internationally-acclaimed film is in part a visual poem and in part a love letter of the young filmmaker to this unique community. 

Special Guest Presentation: Semyon Pinkhasov

                                          Sports and Peace by Semyon Pinkhasov

Documentary, 34 minutes, 2012. In English.

Director Semyon Pinkhasov explores the role of sports in the daily lives of the diverse young generation of Israel and the West Bank. The film shows three groups of young people: West Bank participants in the martial arts program, a soccer team from a Bedouin village, training together and competing with Israeli teenagers, and young disabled swimmers training for the Special Olympics. Can sport be a channel for a peaceful future in the Middle East?

Q&A session with the Semyon Pinkhasov.

5:00 PM

Special Feature Presentation:

Introduction: Yehuda Herbst, Esq., former IDF officer in elite combat unit.
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Room 514 by Sharon Bar-Ziv 2012

Feature Narrative, 90 min, in Hebrew, Russian with English subtitles. 

Asia Neifeld, Guy Kapulnik, and Udi Persi 

Festivals/ Awards 

Rotterdam Film Festival 2012 “Bright Future”, Tribeca Film Festival 2012 - Best New Narrative Director, Cannes Film Festival 2012 - “ACID”, Zerkalo Film Festival 2012- Special prize, Granada IFF Cine del Sur 2012- Silver Alhambra de Plata Award for Best Director Feature Film

Karlovy Vary International Film Festival 2012 - “Another View” , etc

When a young, idealistic Israeli military investigator, confronts an elite soldier her increasingly zealous quest for justice ends up having far-reaching consequences for everyone involved. Her integrity and determination are put to the test as the case proves less black and white than it originally seemed. 

The titular interrogation room—where the majority of the film is set—stands in for a microcosm of contemporary Israel, with the limited setting also serving to highlight the superb dramatic turns by lead actors Asia Neifeld, Guy Kapulnik, and Udi Persi. Inspired by real events, director Sharon Bar-Ziv's debut feature is a gritty minimalist drama that provides a raw, direct look at the psyche of a generation of young Israelis shaped by the effects of the ongoing conflict. The film also introduces a new twist in portrayal of Russian female immigrant in contemporary Israel.

6:30 –7:30 Panel Discussion 

Introductory remarks by Dr. Regina Khidekel, Founder and curator of The Festival,  and 
Dean Movshovitz, Director of Film & Media, Consulate General of Israel in

New York; Assemblymen Alex Brook-Krasny,  Steven Symbrowitz, and Senator David Storobin;

Panelists: David D'Arcy, critic, Screen International, Artinfo, Semyon Pinkhasov, Slava Tsukerman and Yehuda Herbst, Esq., former IDF officer in elite combat unit.
8:00 PM - Cocktail Art Reception (by invitation)  at the Tribeca Studio showcasing Artem Mirolevich's large scale oil paintings and works on paper inspired by Old Testament and Judaic Thought, and brilliant photography by Peter Ruprecht.

Partners and Supporters:


The Festival supported by the Office of Cultural Affairs, Consulate General of Israel in New York;  the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency, the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the city Council, Cojeco, The Jewish Agency for Israel,  Brian Stampone of Bridge-Most Consulting, Princess Diana Bagrationi Foundation; VK-Studios; Irina A. Olevsky, Esq.; Melnik Law Group, PLLC (Estate. Tax. Business. www.melniklaw.com); Tamani-1Corporation for mineral water.
Media Partners: NTV, RTN/WMNB, Voice Of America, Snoб, Facebook, LinkedIn, Ykrop.
Academic advisor: Professor Olga Gershenson, University of Massachusetts-Amherst.
To buy tickets go to: http://www.russianamericanculture.com/Current_Exhibitions.php
RACC’s events are made possible in part with public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the city Council, and Cojeco.

For more information about the festival and the Russian American Cultural Center call 

631-591-2627 or email russculture@aol.com

www.russianamericanculture.com

THE ONLY FILM FESTIVAL in the world dedicated to Russian films made in Israel is not being held in Moscow or Tel Aviv, but in a far less likely locale: New York.

"We are becoming a force. The festival is part of the creation of new forms of self-identification for Russian Jews worldwide"

– New York State Assemblyman Alex Brook-Krasny

The Israeli Russian Film Festival, held in New York for the second time, explores the overlap of cultures and gives voice to a much-maligned community 

Russia - and Israel - with Love by Adam J. Sacks via The Jerusalem Report, Jan 16, 2012 (in English): Click here to read

The Russian American Cultural Center (RACC), established in 1998 and headquartered in New York, is the US leading nonprofit organization with the mission to facilitate cultural life within the Russian émigré community and to promote international understanding of our cultural heritage and contemporary artistic endeavors by supporting cultural awareness, cultural exchange and cultural diversity. RACC producing events in multidisciplinary fields such as art, music, performance, literature and serves an enormous audience including both Russian and non-Russian speakers, connecting people of all ages and enriching the cultural perspective of audiences across the United States and abroad.
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Support the FESTIVAL! Become a RACC & Festival Committee member! 

www.russianamericanculture.com, 646-831-0554

Donate to: Russian American Cultural Center, nonprofit organization 501 (c) (3) 

520 E 76 St. # 7E, New York, NY 10021

To buy tickets go to: http://www.russianamericanculture.com/Current_Exhibitions.php
Read about our previous Festivals:

From Russia - and Israel - with Love by Adam J. Sacks via The Jerusalem Report, Jan 16, 2012 (in English): Click here to read 

Israeli Cinema in Russian by Ari Kagan via Evening New York (in Russian): 
http://www.arikagan.com/israel-film-5065.html 

Article by Marina Lagunova (in Russian): 
Click here to read 

Israeli Cinema with a Russian Accent by Oleg Sulkin via Voice of America (in Russian): 
http://www.voanews.com/russian/news/Israel-cinema-with-russian-accent-2011-12-10-135381953.html 

Films on the Previously Forbidden Subjects by Slava Tsukerman via Snob.Ru (in Russian): 
http://www.snob.ru/profile/23682/blog/43852

New York Times Spare Times event listing: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/09/arts/spare-times-for-dec-9-15.html 
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